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The first colours 


Today, choosing colours is a5 easy as opening a paintbax. 
But the very first artists had to make colours by hand, 
using whatever ingredients they could find. 


The oldest known 
pantings were made 
tens of thousands 
of yeas ago, on the 
walls of rocky caves. 
Early artists drew 
black outlines with 
burned wood, then 
added colour with 
ea thy pastes. 





Bison by an unknown artist frorn AR arnira, Spain, 
about 15-13,000 years ago 






Some earth comes naturally in arange These pots contain 
of colours, including reds, yellows and coloured earths and 
browns known as ochres. These were nee 
used by the earliest cave artists. They aboot ie 


we still used to make paints today. \Q | 








Thousands of years later, in ancient Egypt, a tists discovered 
new materials and methods for making colours. They ground 
up coloured rocks and glass, and heated ingredients to 
produce anew colour, Egyptian blue. 


Thés set of colours befonged to an Egyptian artist who lhved over 3,400 years aga. 


Green, made Dy moong Egyptian 
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Egyptian Kiue madebybaling bells of 86 Blacks madefrom 
COpPPet aNd and 2 sak Caled natron bummed wood 







Thisg arden scene 
was painted on 
the wall of a rich 
Egyptian’s tore, 






g r would have bee) 
“i> 4 made with a se of 
Set mn) { «= Dilours very like the 
-& —— : if oneabove athoughthe 
; || elec hasfadeda little 
over the centuries. 












Garden with 
Omamental Pool 
by an unknown Eqyptian 
aftist, about 3,350 years ago 


Sunny yellows 


You might not think of metals as colourful, 
but lead and tin have been used to make 
yellow for hundreds of years. 


Chemicals made from lead and tin were 
fest used as yellows in olass-making and 
pottery. These chemicals are what give 
ws glass vase its colour. 


When hested, the same 
Creeces Ceste an arias 


Glass Vase (1734-95) colour known as lead-in yellow. 


by an unknown Chinese artist 


Yellow is the 
colour of sunshine 
and is linked with 

joy. So it was the 
perfect colour to 
fill this picture 
of paradise 


These warm, orangey- 
yellows come from 


tin and another sort of 





These were painted onto 


Garden of Eden (detail of pottery tiles 1761) 
by Leonardo Chwatese 


to produ ce the colours. 
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drermcals ma de fomlead, 


metal Known as antimony. 


pottery tilesan dt hen baked 


This lady's glowing golden dress was painted in lead-tin yellow. 
The rich, strong colour helps to draw your eyes towards he - 
anew bade, in apicture ceated to celebrate har marriage 





Lady Elzabeth Thimbelby and her Sister 
(about 1637) by Anthony van Dyck 


Other natural yellows induded.. 
Orpament was 3 nich 
9 iden yellow first used by 
the ancent Egyptians 
Ramefroma poisonous 
rocky runners! 


indian yellow bea mepooular 
mthe 15th century R was 


made out of the =e 


fed on mango leaves. 


Primary colours 


For many artists, the primary colours of red, yellow 
and blue are especially important. 





Semmul taneous Coun ter-Corposition (1929-30) by Theo van Doesburg 


-_ 


ep 


~ 
‘3 





A Fundred years ago, 3 group of a ists tied tocreate a 
harmormous modern stile us ng only puma y colours, 
oius black and white, in neat blocks and lines 







Sorne artists even used the style on furntture 
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This painting shows an early 
Chyistian saint. Her red, yellow 
and biue dothes help to make 
ner stand out and seem 
quietly power fu. 
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ae es J 
Delicate 
q variations ih 
La colour show 
, folds and 
3 patterns in 
the doth 





Saint Ceciha (1620-25) 
by Petro ds Cortons 


Here, ablockyred 
house stands ina 
stripey, Olue and yellow 
landscape. The panter 
wanted to use smote 
shapes and camay 
colours to create a 
new, pure wt 





The Red House 1937 
by Kasirrer Malevich 


